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Progress Monitoring: Using CFS to Track Student Growth 

To track a student’s growth during an intervention, you can use the progress monitoring graphing tool in CFS.  A student does 

not need to have an intervention to use the progress monitoring tool, you can progress monitor for any student in CFS!  This 

tool is very flexible and easy to use – adding data is easy; you can edit or delete data points if needed; and you can track 

multiple measures if you choose.  CFS will graph all the data points recorded in the system, which helps to visualize a student’s 

growth. 

Record Progress Monitoring Data 

1. Select Progress Monitor Graph or Add  

If a student has an intervention, there is a Progress Monitoring Graph button in the interventions area.  If the student 

doesn’t have an intervention, or if you are at the main student profile page, you can select Add to record data.  

Note: the student ID number in the roster and dashboard are links, and will bring you 

to the student profile page.   A benefit of using the roster to navigate to the student 

profile page, is that you can use the previous and next buttons (upper right corner of 

student profile page) to quickly go between students included in the roster search.   

A great way to be efficient when using CFS is to create a My Group, a flexible student group you make yourself.  

My Groups act as a custom filter, allowing you to create a roster including only students you select which can 

then be used with the previous and next functionality, to quickly and easily move between these students.  This 

greatly improves efficiency when adding progress monitoring data for a 

group of students.  Please see the My Groups reference guide located in the 

CFS knowledge base site to learn more.      

 

2. When in the progress monitoring area, select Add New 
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3. Enter the Area Name (only required for the first data point) 

4. Enter the Measure Date 

5. Enter the End Date  

6. Enter the Score 

7. Enter the Error (if applicable) 

8. Enter the Goal (the desired performance level at the end date) 

9. If appropriate, check the % Based Measure check box  

10. Enter notes to record details about the intervention/progress monitoring tool 

11. Select Save 

 

Congratulations!  You have entered your first data point.  If you made an error, there are options to edit or delete the data 

point. Now that you have added data, a graph icon appears on the student profile page indicating that progress monitoring 

data is available.  And also you can graph the data.  Because there is little data, the graph isn’t yet very interesting. 

 

 

12. Let’s record additional data.  Select Add New. 
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13. Enter the Measure Date 

14. Enter the Score 

15. Enter the Error (if applicable) 

16. Select Save 

Note:  

 The graphing area drop-down now populates with the graphing areas previously entered.  If you are progress 

monitoring on multiple measures, you will need to select the appropriate graphing area from the drop-down. 

 You do not need to enter end date again (unless there is a change) 

 You do not need to enter goal again (unless there is a change) 

 

Excellent!  You have now entered another data point.  The data points are ordered by date, with the most recent date on top.  

To add more data, follow steps 12 – 16 as above (pages 2 and 3). 

 

 

Add more data 
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View the Graph 

Any time after data points have been recorded, you have the option to view a graph of the data.  Select Open Graph, and a 

graph will display above the data grid.  The graph’s vertical plot area starts at 0 and expands great enough to capture the data 

recorded.  The graph’s horizontal plot area begins with the start date and terminates with the end date.  If a large date range 

is used, then the dates listed at the bottom axis are compressed (sometimes greatly compressed to the point of being difficult 

to read).   

The graph displays scores, errors, a goal line, a trend line,  median, and median trend.  The scores and errors are values you 

record when you add the data point.  The goal line is a line the system creates between the first data point and the goal on 

the end date.  The trend line is plotted using a regression calculation and is calculated using all entered score values.  The 

median is calculated using the current previous 2 values.  The median trend is plotted using a regression calculation, and is 

calculated using the median values.   

You can customize the graph.  Select (click) an item in the legend to  turn the item on and off in the graph display.  When it is 

off, it will be grayed out in the legend.  Click again to turn it back on.  Hover over different areas of the graph to see details.  

 

This graph shows that after a setback at the beginning the student made steady growth, but did not meet the goal.  Let’s look 

at another measure for the student.    

Trend: 

Value: 96.34 

Slope: 0.27 
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Using multiple measures 

CFS allows you to track progress on multiple measures.  Simply name the new graphing area (or measure) and add data.  With 

multiple measures, be sure to select the correct measure when adding new data points.  

1. Select Add New 

 

2. In the graphing area drop-down, select <Add New Area> 

3. In area name, enter the new area name 

  

Complete the remaining data collection fields and save the data point.  Now you will see both areas progress monitoring is 

being tracked, and the corresponding data.  You can minimize or expand the data grid by selecting the  –  or + icon to the left 

of the area name.     

 

When entering additional data points, you will need to select the appropriate graphing area using the drop-down. 

 

The data for this measure has been recorded.  Let’s look at the graph. 
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Is there anything notable about the data represented in this graph? 

 

 

Remember, you can customize the graph display.  Select items in the legend to turn them on/off.  In this simplified view, only 

the score and goal line are displaying.     
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Recording a change in the intervention 

For this student a decision was reached to change and extend the intervention.  To record a change in the intervention, select 

the Intervention Change check box, and enter details about the change in the Change Notes field.   

 

The graph now displays a vertical line at the point of the intervention change.  Note that because the end date was extended, 

the graph now extends to the new end date and the dates in the axis are more compressed than before. 
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This intervention has reached the end date, and the data has been recorded.   

 

Again, remember you can customize the graph view to include the data you find most useful.   
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More about the different fields collected 

 Graphing Area*: the name of the area.  Multiple areas can be tracked.  Confirm you select the appropriate area when 

adding data if using multiple areas. Each area displays in a separate graph. 

 Measure Date*: the date when the score was collected. NOTE: you can only record one data point per day. 

 End Date*: the date when the progress monitoring will end.  The end date will be the end of the graphing plot.  The 

date can be extended if needed.  Note: for long date ranges, the dates on the graph axis display compressed.  Also, 

note that scores collected after the end date will not display on the graph. 

 Score*: the numerical value reflecting the student’s performance.    

 Error: the numerical value reflecting errors.  Error is an optional field.    

 Goal: the desired performance level/score at the end date (the end of the intervention/progress monitoring period).  

The goal is used to calculate the graph goal line.  Goal is an optional field and may not be appropriate for all 

measures.   

 % Based Measure check box: indicates that the score is based on a percentage 0 – 100%.  This selection will make the 

graph plot an area 0 – 100, and scores and errors will be treated as a percentage value between 0 – 100.  With this 

selection scores over 100 and below 0 will not display in the plot area.   

 Intervention Change check box: indicates that a change was made in the intervention.  This selection will make a 

vertical line in the graph at this data point.     

 Notes: details about how the progress is being tracked.  Note: with high mobility rates for many MPS students, this 

information will be invaluable for others looking to better understand and use the data collected.   

 Edit/Delete: any data point can be edited or deleted if needed. Once edited/deleted the original data point cannot be 

recovered.  If necessary, a new data point can be created with accurate information.   

* required fields 

More about what is displayed in the graph 

 Y axis (score): the y axis represents student performance.   The plot area will dynamically change to 

accommodate the data values recorded for the area.  Note: with % based measure selected, the plot area is 

fixed at 0 to 100, and does not dynamically update, as it is assumed that all values will fall between 0 and 100%.   

 X axis  (time): the x axis represents time.  Weekends are not plotted.  The graph starts with the earliest recorded 

score (by date) and extends to the end date.  Scores recorded after the end date do not display in the graph.  

Dates display along the x axis.  The greater the date range graphed, the smaller and more compressed the dates 

display. 

 Score: the score is represented as a blue point on the graph.  

 Score line: CFS plots a blue score line between scores only when data is collected on consecutive days.   

 Error: the error is represented as a red diamond on the graph. 

 Error line: CFS plots a red error line between errors only when data is collected on consecutive days. 

 Goal line: CFS plots a black goal line between the first score value recorded and the goal value on the end date.  

 Trend line: CFS plots a gold trend line using a regression calculation of all recorded score values. 

 Median: the median is represented by a green triangle.  CFS calculates the median using the current and 

previous 2 score values.   

 Median Trend: CFS plots a green median trend line using a regression calculation of the median values. 

 Legend:  The legend displays at the bottom of the plot area.  The legend allows you to customize the graph by 

turning on/off the display of different graph elements.  Initially all elements display, select an element to turn it 

off/on. 

 Hover details:  position your cursor over different graph elements to view a hover window with details. 

 


